The t(12:21) is underrepresented in childhood B-lineage acute lymphoblastic leukemia in Kerala, Southern India.
t(12;21) (TEL/AML1) is the most common genetic event in childhood B-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (B-ALL) in Western countries. Samples from 42 children with ALL in Kerala were tested by reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction for TEL/AML1, t(1;19) and t(4;11). Only 2 out of 42 (4.8%) cases were positive for the TEL/AML1, and t(1;19) and t(4;11) were not detected. We conclude that the incidence of TEL/AML1 is lower in the Indian population.